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Living Uniquely For The o
Gospel (1) — Acts 8:4-5

The Definition Of The Gospel

The gospel is Christ, who is the very embodiment of the processed Triune
God, reaching us as the consummated Spirit, who is the consummation of the
Triune God for our enjoyment. According to the truth, the gospel is the entire
New Testament. Christians are used to saying that there are four Gospels, but
Paul told us that the entire book of Romans is the gospel of God. It includes
the preaching of God, the condemnation of God upon fallen man, and the
Body life, including the local churches in chapter sixteen. Have you ever
received such a broad view of the definition of the gospel? Personally, the
gospel is a wonderful person, and according to the truth, the gospel is the
entire divine revelation of the twenty-seven books of the New Testament.
God’s New Testament economy is the gospel. We have to believe in such a
gospel, preach such a gospel, and live uniquely for such a gospel. The
consummated Spirit, who is God Himself reaching us, eventually has become
the seven Spirits in Revelation. The seven Spirits are also a part of the gospel.

Living Uniquely For The Gospel

My intention is to impress you that in the universe and today on this earth
there is something called the gospel which we are reminded and commanded
to live for. The Lord commanded us to live for this gospel uniquely. What are
we living on this earth for? Do we live for our profession or for our job to
make a lot of money? What is man living for? Poor human society has so
much activity but no goal. Do we have a goal? Our goal is the gospel, and our
gospel is the Triune God processed to be the very Spirit within us as our
salvation, as our life, as our life supply, and as our all- inclusive enjoyment.

What a wonder and what a glory to live uniquely for such a gospel. | have
been living uniquely for this gospel for over fifty years. Hallelujah for this! It
IS worth it! When | was called by the Lord, my thinking was that God had
called me to go to preach and teach in all the villages of my county, not even
to my entire province. If | had done that all my life, | would have been more
than happy. | never thought that | would be speaking in the United States an
in @ther parts of the world to an international audience. By the Lord’s mercy I
ag living uniquely for the gospel!
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Living Uniquely For The = 247"
Gospel (2) -1 Tim. 2:4

Going With The Authority Of Christ

At the end of the Gospel of Matthew, the Lord came as the very embodiment of the processed
Triune God in resurrection and told us that all authority had been given to Him in heaven and on
earth. The President of the United States sends ambassadors to many countries representing him
with full authority, but why do we need this kind of authority, all authority in heaven and on
earth? We need this authority to disciple the nations. All of us have to ask ourselves how many
we have discipled. Have you believed in Him? Have you received Him? Do you have Him living
in you? Are you one spirit with Him? Are you abiding in Him? Is He now abiding in you? Are
you and He one? If you say yes to these questions, you have the authority in heaven and on earth
to go! The worth and importance of the word “go” cannot be measured. Go, go, go! Go to
Jerusalem first, then Judea, then Samaria, then to the remotest part of the earth. Go to all the
homes in all the countries. Go to your cousins’ homes, go to your in-laws’ homes. Go to the
homes to disciple the nations.

The Seriousness Of Not Bearing Fruit

Are you happy to remain in a barren situation for years? Second Peter indicates that it is possible
for us to be idle and unfruitful, barren. Suppose tomorrow morning the Lord comes back. Then
according to His word in Matthew 25, you will have to give Him an account of what you have
been doing. What will you tell Him? Will you tell Him that you have had a good church life in
your locality, that whatever He has given you is still here? Will you tell Him that He is a hard
man, reaping where He did not sow and gathering where He did not scatter? What would the Lord
say? Would the Lord say, “Well done, good and faithful slave...enter into the joy of your lord?”
Or would He call you an evil and slothful slave? According to Matthew 25, where will He put
you? Do not forget that the one who is put into outer darkness is the one who has received the real
gift, one talent. This one is not only saved but also gifted. The Lord is real, He will really come
back, and His word spoken in Matthew 25 will be fulfilled. This is a serious and solemn matter.

The Lord Appointing Us To Go Forth And Bear Fruit And That Our Fruit Should Remain
John 15:16 says, “You did not choose Me, but I chose you, and I appointed you that you should
go forth and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain.” In this verse there are some words
which are quite crucial. The first word is “appointed.” We did not choose ourselves, but He chose
us. We have no choice in the matter of being a branch of Christ, the vine, because He caught us.
He chose us and appointed us to bear fruit. To bear fruit is the Lord’s appointment, His
assignment. He did not assign us to do anything else. He appointed us to bear fruit. The Lord
charged us to go forth and bear fruit. Can a branch go? The branches of a physical tree do not go.
But we are not only living branches, but also movable branches. We have to go. This indicates
that we have to reach people.

Paul said that he was a debtor to all men (Rom. 1:14). | hope that we will have the same spirit to

see that we are those who owe the debt of the gospel. Paul also said that it would be woe to him i

he did.not preach the gospel, but if he preached the gospel, he would be rewarded (1 Cor. 9:16- \
17). Bhope that we will all rise up to be the Lord’s witnesses that we may be rewarded for the

gospel.
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Appreciation Of The Lord e
Jesus (1) — 2 Cor. 5:14

Faith Coming From Such An Appreciation Of Christ

Proof that the faith in Galatians 2:20 is both the faith of Christ and the faith in Christ is
found in Paul’s words at the end of the verse. He concludes the verse by referring to the Son
of God as the One “Who loved me and gave Himself for me.” In writing these words, Paul
was filled with appreciation of the Lord Jesus. Otherwise, at the end of such a long verse
there would have been no need for him to speak of Christ loving him and having given
Himself for him. He could have concluded with the expression, “the faith of the Son of
God.” But as he was speaking of the way he now lived, his heart was filled with gratitude
and appreciation. Faith comes from such an appreciation of the Lord Jesus. The faith in
Christ and the faith of Christ issues from the appreciation of Christ.

Faith Bringing An Organic Union In Which We And Christ Are Truly One

In 2 Corinthians 5:14 and 15 Paul says, “For the love of Christ constraineth us: because we
thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead: and that he died for all, that they
which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them,
and rose again.” As we consider these verses, we can see that Paul’s faith came from an
appreciation for the constraining love of Christ. The more we appreciate Christ’s
constraining love, the more faith we shall have. This faith is not produced by our own
ability or activity. Rather, itis produced by the working in us of the very Christ whom we
appreciate. In our appreciation for the Lord Jesus, we shall say, “Lord, Jesus I love You and
I treasure You.” As we speak such words to the Lord, He operates within us and becomes
our faith. This faith brings an organic union in which we and Christ are truly one.

A True Story During The Boxer Rebellion In China
I would like to tell you a true story which confirms the point that the faith which operates in
us comes from our appreciation of the Lord Jesus. During the Boxer Rebellion in China,
hundreds of Christians were martyred. One day in Peking, the old capital of China, the
Boxers were parading down the street. Sitting in the back of a wagon was a young Christian
woman who was being led away to be executed. She was surrounded by executioners with
swords in their hands. The atmosphere was terrifying, filled with the shouting of the Boxers.
Nevertheless, her face was glowing as she was singing praises to the Lord. The stores were
closed because of the rioting. However, a young man was observing this scene through a
crack at the front of a store. Deeply impressed with the young woman’s glowing face,
happiness and songs of praise, he decided at that moment that he would find out the truth
about the Christian faith. Later, he did learn the truth and became a believer in Christ.
Eventually, he gave up his business and became a preacher. One day, when he was visiting
my home town, he told me this story of how he had become a Christian. The point here is
that this young woman could be filled with praises in the midst of such a terrifying situation
because faith was working within her. She was filled with appreciation of the Lord Jesus. \
Begause she loved Him so much, He spontaneously became the faith within her. This faith
pgbduced an organic union in which she was joined to the Lord. This organic union is a

sic and crucial aspect of God’s New Testament economy.
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Appreciation Of The Lord ™
Jesus (2) — 2 Cor. 5:15

The Faith Operating In Us

In Galatians 2:20 Paul says that the life we now live in the flesh we live in faith,
the faith of the Son of God. We live the divine life, not by sight or by feeling in
the way we live the physical and soulish life. The divine life, which is the
spiritual life in our spirit, is lived by the exercise of faith stimulated by the
presence of the life- giving Spirit.

In speaking of faith, Paul refers to “the faith of the Son of God.” What is the
meaning of the little word “of”” here? This word implies that the faith mentioned
in this verse is the Son of God’s faith, the faith which He himself possesses.
However, in interpreting this verse, we and many others have said that this
phrase actually means faith in the Son of God. Nevertheless, the Greek does not
use the preposition “in” here. I have spent a good deal of time trying to under-
stand this matter. After consulting the writings of a number of leading
authorities, | have become fully convinced that here Paul is not speaking of the
Son’s faith, but of faith in the Son. However, we still need to explain why in this
verse, as well as in 2:16 and 3:22, Paul does not use the preposition “in.” We
cannot gain a proper understanding of this simply by studying the Scripture in
black and white letters. We also need to consider our experience.

Faith Is Christ Revealed To And Infused Into Us

Paul wrote the book of Galatians both according to truth and according to his
experience. According to our Christian experience, the genuine living faith
which operates in us is not only in Christ, but also of Christ. Hence. Paul’s
meaning here actually is “the faith of and in Christ.” Paul’s thought is that the
faith is both of Christ and in Christ.

We have pointed out that faith is our appreciation of what the Lord is and of

what He has done for us. We have also pointed out that genuine faith is Christ
Himself infused into us to become our ability to believe in Him. After the Lord

has been infused into us, He spontaneously becomes our faith. On the one hand,
this faith is of Christ; on the other hand, it is in Christ. However, it is too simple
merely to say that this faith is Christ. We need to say that it is Christ revealed to

us apd infused into us. Faith is related not only to the Christ who has been \
inf@ised into us, but also to the Christ who is infusing Himself into us. As Christ
operates in us, He becomes our faith. This faith is of Him and also in Him.
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Consecration (1) - Fri
1 Cor. 6:19-20

The Basis Of Consecration
The basis of our consecration to the Lord is that, since He bought us
with His blood as a price (Rev. 5:9), we have become His purchased

slaves. We are not our own, but the Lord’s. It is the Lord, not we, who
has the right over us. (1 Cor. 6:19-20).

The Motive Of Consecration

We consecrate ourselves to the Lord because His love confines and
constrains us. His love compels us so that we cannot help but consecrate
ourselves to Him. Since He died on our behalf, we all died; therefore,
there is no need for us to die. Furthermore, He died that we may have
His life to live to Him. Such love constrains us and compels us to love
Him and consecrate ourselves to Him. This consecration is our gratitude
for and repayment of His great love. He died for us because of His love,
and this love is the motive for us to consecrate ourselves to Him. (2 Cor.
5:14-15).

The Significance Of Consecration

When we consecrate ourselves to the Lord, we present ourselves to Him
as a living sacrifice, unlike the people in the Old Testament who offered
dead sacrifices to the Lord. As a living sacrifice that has been presented,
we are holy, that is, we have separated ourselves unto the Lord for His
use, and we are well-pleasing to God, satisfying His heart’s desire.
(Rom. 12:1)

The Purpose Of Consecration
The purpose of our consecration to the Lord is to live to Him. Living to
Him is higher than living for Him. When we live for Him, we and He
may still be two, but when we live to Him, we and He must become
one. When we live to Him, we take Him not only as our life but also as
ougperson. In all our living and actions, we should cooperate with Him
agt allow Him to live Himself through us. (2 Cor. 5:15, Rom. 12:1, 1
r. 6:20)
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Consecration (2) - Sat
2 Cor. 5:14-15

The Result Of Consecration
The first result of our consecration to the Lord is that practically we become slaves
bought by the Lord, submitting to His authority in all things. (1 Cor. 7:22-23)

Another result of our consecration to the Lord is that the Lord has our consent to
freely mold us (Eph. 2:10), just as the clay vessel is molded in the hands of the
potter (cf. Isa. 64:8).

When we present ourselves and our members to the Lord, there is still another
result; that is, our members become weapons of and slaves to righteousness that we
may be freed from sin, no longer being lorded over by sin, unto sanctification.
(Rom. 6:13-14, 19)

The result of offering a burnt sacrifice in the Old Testament was that the burnt
offering became ashes before men and a sweet savor to God. If we present ourselves
as a living burnt offering to the Lord, and if we are truly faithful to Him, we will be
like ashes before men and a delightful savor to God (Lev. 1:9).

The consummate purpose of our consecration to the Lord is to glorify God, that is,
to allow God to be lived out from us and expressed through us as a manifestation of
His glory (1 Cor. 6:20).

The Fire On The Altar Shall Be Kept Burning

It is not possible to hit the climax of any experience of life by experiencing it just
once. We need to pursue continuously, so that our experience will increase
gradually and become fuller, until it reaches the stage of maturity.

When we first consecrate ourselves, our experience is similar to an embryo in the
mother’s womb -- one cannot distinguish the ear, the eye, the mouth, and the nose.
As we grow in life, however, these five points related to the experience of
consecration gradually become formed in us. Then we really have a feeling that we
have been bought by God and that all our rights are in His hand. We become a
prisoner of His love because His love has pierced our hearts. We become a sacrifice
indeed, laid on the altar for God’s enjoyment and satisfaction. We will be those who
have been thoroughly worked over by God and are then able to work for Him. Our
future will truly be as a handful of ashes. All our ways of escape outside of God’s
will shall have been cut off; God only will be our future and our way. At that time
the #xperience of our consecration will indeed have become matured. May we all,
bygthe grace of the Lord, pursue and go on together.
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